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Creativity is king at sandcastle event |J '_\ [l | .A
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More than 400,000 people came out for the U.S. Open Sandcastle Competition.

IMPERIAL BEACH, Calif. -- What do you get when you mix water, feather dusters, trowels and
beach sand? The 30th annual U.S. Open Sandcastle Competition.

On a wide, flat beach south of San Diego in early August, dozens of teams built impressive : o\ >
sand sculptures in the likenesses of everything from SpongeBob SquarePants to famous e R s,
monuments. Some even made a political statement, like Masters "A" Division winner 1.B. Posse, Performance Apparel
whose sculpture titled "Got Qil?" depicted dying marine life in the wake of the BP oil spill in the of US Lacrosse

Gulf of Mexico.
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The five-hour sandcastle-building evgnt is the centerpiece of an annual weekend beach p'arty ESPN TOP HEADLINES

that also features food, games, music and more than 400,000 spectators. The event, which

was inspired by a similar competition in White Rock, British Columbia, began in 1980, and is a » NFL owners eyeing 18-game regular season

grass-roots effort run by volunteers. » Rockies overcome 9-run deficit to stun Braves
» Woods' ex-wife says she 'went through hell’

"The buzz around the competition this year has been growing for some time now,"” said Debbie
Longley, U.S. Open Sandcastle Competition chairwoman. "I know we have something great, but
I think it surpassed even my own expectations this year. It was truly incredible.”

The championship has evolved from a small, local event into a premiere regional attraction. MOST SENT STORIES ON ESPN.COM

Castle-building teams come from Mexico, Southern California and beyond. Teams are as unique  Forde: Divergent paths lead Nebraska to pivotal
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as their creations. A group of students from Platt College in San Diego thought participating offseason

would be a good way to spend the weekend. 1.B. Posse is a decades-old group that has roots in « Reilly: Jane and Clipper go to the ballpark
Imperial Beach. And Archisand is a group of professional architects. « New Notre Dame offense gets shorter TV break
"I've been competing since I was 10 years old, so I've been doing this for 25 years," said 1.B. * Furyk ineligible for Barclays for missing pro-am
Posse captain Leonard Gonzales. "The team started with a good family friend and my father, » Woods' ex-wife says she 'went through hell’

and we progressed through the amateur categories and now we're competing in the
professionals.™
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Using water containers, wheelbarrows, shovels and a
diverse collection of other smaller tools, including utility
knives and spray bottles, competitors moved tons of
water and sand to create multiple formations within their
30- by 30-foot construction zones.
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Some team members softly blew air through straws to
enhance minute lines and ridges, while others were in
preservation mode, spraying water on the sculptures to
prevent drying and crumbling.

As time wound down, a variety of themes were revealed,
including "Chicks in Bikinis," an installation featuring
sun-worshipping poultry, "Merlin's Magic Water Castle," a
captivating new take on a traditional theme, and "It's a
Small World," a collection of mini world monuments like
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the Statue of Liberty and the Eiffel Tower. T e T R e BUILD A STREAK,
"Merlin® by Archisand was second in the Masters "A" Jillian Oliver of the Silicate Based

Division while "Chicks in Bikinis" by the Sand Squirrels Life Forms team puts detail onto

was third. the Eiffel Tower.

But it was 1.B. Posse's composition of oil spewing from a blown-out well and its aftereffects on
marine life that took first place. The team has won three times and finished second at least as
many times.

I.B. Posse’s work is also on display at Padres games, where it builds a sculpture in the sandbox
beyond Petco Park's center-field fence each summer.

If all this has you contemplating 2 comeback to the playing field, er, sand, there are some
important things to consider first.

"It definitely takes some creativity and patience. I think having the right tools and some
manpower helps,” Gonzales said. "Sunscreen and water doesn’t hurt, either.”

Gonzales advised to "have a drawing and a plan on how you're going to pull it off and then
have fun.”

Though some teams spend months getting ready for the event, others prefer a2 spur-of-
the-moment approach, like Phillip Benham, whose team, the Benham Brigade, finished third in
the "Best Replica” division.

"We never know what we're going to do until the night before," said Benham, 52, a pilot and
engineer from Imperial Beach. His team produced "Love The Plug," a tribute to the saving
qualities of a good, functioning oil well stopper in the Gulf of Mexico. "We'll get together and
throw out ideas over pasta and wine. Our M.O. is always to do something current.”

Joe Soehn is a freelance writer for Sports Media Exchange, a national freelance writing
network.
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